
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2020-6 

WHEREAS, the City of Hattiesburg has declared an Emergency Declaration in response to the 

COVID-19 outbreak and in cases of pandemic, leaders must make strategic and operational decisions; 

WHEREAS, the City of Hattiesburg has conferred with leaders from Forrest General Hospital, 

Hattiesburg Clinic and Merit Health Wesley throughout the COVID-19 outbreak; and has received further 

guidance from the Mississippi State Department of Health (MSDH), the Centers for Disease Control 

(CDC), Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) and Executive Orders 1463, 1466, 1473, 

1477, 1478 and 1480; 

WHEREAS, the CDC points to recent studies where a "significant portion of individuals with 

coronavirus lack symptoms ("asymptomatic") and that even those who eventually develop symptoms 

("pre-symptomatic") can transmit the virus to others before showing symptoms. This means that the 

virus can spread between people interacting in close proximity-for example, speaking, coughing, or 

sneezing-even if those people are not exhibiting symptoms"; 

WHEREAS, the CDC and the MSDH recommend wearing cloth face coverings in public settings 

where other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain and in areas of significant community

based transmission; 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 continues to pose a threat to public health, life and safety of citizens of 

Hattiesburg, with 309 positive cases and 21 deaths to date in Forrest County and 145 positive cases and 

4 deaths to date in Lamar County, as of Saturday, May 9, 2020; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Toby Barker, Mayor of the City of Hattiesburg, pursuant to the authority 

vested in me by the State of Mississippi pursuant to Miss. Code Ann. Section 33-15-17 (c) (7) and Miss.

Code Ann. Section 21-19-3 and all other applicable statues, and in an effort to slow the spread of COVID-

19 and to make common sense policy and operational decisions to that end, hereby issue the following 

executive order to slow the spread of COVID-19, to take effect 8 a.m. on May 11, 2020 and be enforced 

until 8 a.m. on May 26, 2020. 

SECTION 1: REVISIONS TO COVID-19 EXECUTIVE ORDER REGARDING BARBER SHOPS AND 

BEAUTY /HAIR SALONS 

Barber shops and beauty/hair salons are permitted to open subject to the following limitations: 

Beauty salons and barber shops shall take all reasonable measures to ensure compliance with 

the Mississippi State Department of Health's and CDC's regulations, orders and guidelines to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19, including, but not limited to: social distancing; sending sick 

employees home; separating and sending home employees who appear to have respiratory 

illness symptoms; adopting and enforcing regular and proper hand-washing and personal 

hygiene protocols; and daily screening of employees for COVID-19 related symptoms before 

beginning their shift. 

Prior to resuming operations, the entire salon, including areas not open to the public shall be 

deep cleaned, disinfected and sanitized. 

Nail salons and spas shall remain closed. 

Requirements for Barber Shops and Salons 

Clients shall be served by appointment only. 

Maximum capacity is one (1) client at a time per employee. At no time shall there be more than 

10 people total in the building. 

There shall be a minimum of six (6) feet between chairs, booths, washing stations, overhead 

dryers, etc.; this distancing shall apply to vertical, horizontal or diagonal directions. 

Lobby or waiting areas shall be closed, and items such as magazines, popcorn poppers and 

coffee pots/machines shall be removed, and customers shall not be permitted to congregate 

outside of the salon prior to their appointment. Customers shall wait in their vehicle until their 

appointment time. 








