City of Hattiesburg
Animal Control Ordinance

JULY 1, 2019

Improvement Objectives
e To further assure the healthy and humane treat

e To further enhance the safety of citizens and pets in tiesburg against the threats
of nuisance, potentially dangerous, dangerous or viciou

Text in red bold is either updated content

Under Section 2, Definitions: added

ithout provocation, been found to menace,
chase, or disp ateni : i ior so as to potentially endanger the safety

NS FOR POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS, DANGEROUS OR VICIOUS

or dangerous animals:
2 impounded for observation. If, upon observation, the animal is found
icious, the animal may be humanely put to rest.

including but not limited to keeping the animal inside unless attended by owner, tethering
even inside a fence, additional warning signs on owner’s property, or other reasonable
restrictions as ordered by Animal Control.

3. Citations for any violations stated herein under the animal control ordinance.

4. Other violations of the municipal code.
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B. Vicious animals:
As defined in Section 2, any animal that has shown vicious propensities by virtue of attacking
a person or other animal with such intensity as to cause significant physical or property harm,
made unprovoked attacks on animals or humans, or intentionally attacking physical property
in an attempt to attack humans or other animals will not be allowed in the City limits.

Owners of vicious animals will be subject to the following actions, penalties or citations:

1. The animal will be immediately impounded

2. If, upon observation, the animal is found to be irrevocably viciou
humanely put to rest.

3. If #2 above is not enacted, the owner may be mandated no
prior residence, or elsewhere within the City limits

4. Finein the amount of $100

5. Given appropriate due process, the Municipal Cour,
restitution for medical expenses, property dam ims of
the vicious dog.

6. Other violations as may be cited by the M

imal will be

the animal to its

Under Section 4-2

A. The animal control section shall be

er the terms of this article shall

Under Section 5-2-B

Increased fine for second or subsequent impoundments within the preceding twelve months
from $20 to $50.
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Added provision 4: Any other fees assessed by the City’s contracted animal shelter for
reimbursement of actual costs to the shelter for medical or other forms of care beyond the
norm.

Under Section 6-1. Animal Care.

E. No owner shall confine a pet alone in an unattended vehicle for such an amount of time as to
threaten the health and safety of the animal.

Section 6-3. Keeping more than six pets.

facilities for keeping the same shall be so located that the pets ithi d and

Further, persons who keep more than three (3) dogs mu bors (residences or
businesses), within 120 feet in all directions of the residence dogs reside. Dog owners who
reside within less than 120 feet of other resi ve no more than 3 dogs. The
120 feet will be measured from the prope
structures (home or business). Exception t i 0 new born puppies
under 3 months of age.

New Section: 6-4 Adeg rily outside

Dogs kept out of door i ceeding 30 minutes that are tethered and
sheltered (see defini i i e fence definition) must have adequate
space in the yard for t 2 ally not less out door space where the dog is
enclosed than 2 (two) sq the dog or dogs’ weight.

und to be in violation of three (3) or more animal care or animal

4 month period of time will be cited as a habitual offender. If found to
: through the Municipal Court process, the person may be ordered to
limit, restrict O ed from animal ownership for a period of time of not more than one (1)

year.



